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     Ear-to-ear smiles, shrieks of laughter and sheer joy; the playground is full of happy kids. Creating new classroom routines, getting to know new teachers and friends; good things are happening at Ecole Parc! School days teem with such life and energy that it can be difficult to describe. 
     Wondering how to get a glimpse of a typical day at school? Watch our daily announcements linked below, keep your eye out for classroom newsletters and read the weekly Grizzly Gazette newsletter. Better yet, get it straight from the source! Routinely discussing the day with your kids is a great way to be a part of your child’s school life and to help reflect on the day's experiences.  
     Here are a few tips from Bob Cunningham, M.Ed., about how to ask kids specific, yet open-ended, questions to begin a conversation that goes beyond “How was school?” “Good”:
 
1. The way you ask your child questions about school matters.
1. Ask open-ended questions instead of questions that can be answered with yes or no.
1. Ask questions about times when your child socializes with other kids, like lunch and recess.
1. Try to ask open-ended questions to keep a conversation going. If you ask your child questions that can be answered with one word (yes, no, a name), then you’ll probably get a one-word response.
1. Often kids are not specific, so you have to ask for specific information when you want it.
1. Starting with factual questions is a great way to ease into conversation. (“I know your class size is bigger this year than last year. What’s that like?”)
1. Avoiding emotion-packed words (happy, sad, mean) can help the conversation go on longer.
1. Asking positive questions gives your child a chance to express concerns. Negative questions tend to stop a conversation.
Afterschool Conversation Starters:
	Avoid These Questions
	Try These Instead

	How was school?
	What’s the biggest difference between this year and last year?

	Did you have fun at school?
	What was the best thing you did at school?

	Who did you sit with?
	Tell me the names of the four kids who sat closest to you.

	Was your teacher nice?
	· What was the most interesting thing your teacher said today?
· What class rules did your teacher say are important?
· What did your teacher say she/he likes to do?

	Did your teacher go over the daily schedule with the class?
	What’s the best thing about your daily schedule?

	Did you have everything you needed for school?
	Was there anything you wish you had at school that you didn’t have today?

	Were the kids in your class nice?
	· Who did you enjoy talking with the most?
· Did anyone have anything fun or interesting to talk about?

	Are your friends in your classes?
	Tell me two kids you remember from each class.

	Was the work hard?
	What was the best thing your teacher asked you to do in ____ today?


	Did you play with anyone at recess?
	· What were most kids doing at recess?
· What was the best game at recess?
· What did you talk about at recess?

	How was lunch?
	· Who sat near you at lunch?
· What were the other kids eating for lunch?
· What was the funniest thing someone said at lunch?

	Did you get your locker?
	· Where is your locker?
· Who has a locker near yours?


 
Retrieved from <https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/understanding-childs-challenges/talking-with-your-child/how-to-say-it-questions-to-ask-your-child-about-school> 
 
 
Kudos:
·  A big thank you to all of our parents for keeping our bus lane clear of vehicles and for dropping off your students in the front entrance!!!
· Thank you to the students of EPE from bringing a lot of energy to their classes and making it a FANTASTIC first week of school
· Many thanks to the parent council that has served for the past year! They have supported the school and its many initiatives and continue to be a huge strength to our program. 
 
Updates:
Important Upcoming Dates
· Aug. 30 Grade 1-6 Students' First Day of School
· Aug. 31, Sept. 1 & Sept. 2 First Day of Kindergarten- Staggered entry 
· Sept. 5 Labour Day- no school
· Sept. 6 First Day of School for PALS students
· Sept. 6 First Day of Kindergarten
· Sept. 6 Early dismissal (2:10) 
· Sept. 7 Parent Council meeting 7 pm (all are welcome!)
· Sept 20 Around the World Yoyo presentation at 1pm (See the letter below!)
· Sept. 21 School Photos
· Sept. 21 Parent Council meeting 7 pm 
· Sept. 28 Terry Fox Run
· Sept. 29 Meet the Teacher 5 - 7pm and Family dance 6:30 -8:30pm
 
Change of Lunch Scheduling
To better support the needs of our students, we will be switching the lunch routine. Grades 1-3 will eat first and Grades 4-6 will go outside to play and then switch. This change will take effect Monday September 11.  
 
Meet the Staff night and Family Dance 
On Friday, September 29th you and your family are invited to Ecole Parc's Meet the Staff event 5-7pm. Meet this year's teachers and check out your child(ren)'s classroom. Beginning at 6:30 pm our Parent Council is hosting a family dance from 6:30 to 8:30pm.  All are welcome! 
 
Parent Check In
As part of Elk Island Public Schools protocol, anyone entering the building must check in at the office where our secretary, Mme Davidson, can assist you with your needs. Thank you in advance for following this protocol as this adds to a safe and caring environment.
 
Parking lot
The École Parc staff has significantly increased this year! The parking lot will be reserved for staff only. Parents and visitors are kindly asked to park on the street, and not the parking lot this year. Thanks for your cooperation!
 
2017-2018 Division Calendar
The approved EIPS 2017–2018 school year calendar is now available online. The calendar includes important dates during the 2017–2018 school year including: school-closure dates; holidays; dates for the fall, winter, spring, and summer breaks; the first and last day of classes; professional learning days; and early dismissal dates. Feel free to keep it somewhere close-by for easy reference throughout the year. 
 
Highlights from the 2017–2018 Division calendar include:
 
•        August 30                         First day of classes
•        November 10-19                Fall Break
•        December 23 to January 7        Winter Break
•        January 31                         Second Semester begins
•        February 8-9                        Teachers’ Convention
•        March 23-April 2                Spring Break
•        June 28                                Last day of classes
•        June 30                                Schools close for the Summer 
 
The 2018–2019 calendar was also approved at the same time. You can view both the 2017–2018 Division calendar and 2018–2019 Division calendar by visiting http://www.eips.ca/documents/7. 
 
Helping Your Child(ren) Cope with Back-to-School Anxiety
Anxious feelings are normal and expected during times of transition or change. This is especially true for children and teens going back to school, or for first-timers starting kindergarten. This transition can be stressful and disruptive for the entire family.  Prior to the first day of school, your anxious child may cling, cry, have temper tantrums, complain of headaches or stomach pains, withdraw, and become sullen or irritable. 
Look here for strategies you can use to deal with back-to-school worries, and here for information about separation anxiety. 
 
Pay School Fees Online
School fee information for the 2017–2018 school year will be available on the PowerSchool Parent Portal after Sept. 15, 2017. All fees are due within 30 days of being posted. To access your fee information, simply login to your PowerSchool Parent Portal account (https://powerschool.eips.ca/public/home.html) and click the tab entitled, “Student Fees.” Once logged in, you will be able to view and pay fees online using Visa, MasterCard or INTERAC Online (if available from your financial institution).
Remember to regularly login to your PowerSchool Parent Portal throughout the year. Fees are often added to your child’s account to cover the cost of various school activities including field trips, class projects, athletic-team fees, and more. 
For more information about school fees and payment deadlines visit www.eips.ca/schools/school-fees/acorn. Alternatively, you can contact the office at 780 998 3741.
Video Announcements from this past week:
Tuesday- https://youtu.be/uavrLaNr844
Wednesday- https://youtu.be/iChSyGLnGY4
Thursday - https://youtu.be/l2LQQXlXK50
Friday-  https://youtu.be/OCdQfyToB88
 
This week at École Parc:
 
Monday:
· Another great day of learning!
Tuesday:
· Another great day of learning!
Wednesday:
· M Layton away (am)
Thursday:
· Another great day of learning!
Friday:
· Another great day of learning!
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Dear Parent,
 
Around the World Yoyo Entertainment 
will present the “School is Cool” assembly 
at your child’s school. It is a fun, fast paced, motivational, educational, and 
interactive program.
 
The entertainer is not only great with the yoyo; he is also a successful and 
experienced communicator. He will take the students on a learning journey using 
the yoyo and other fun activities to communicate the importance of school.
 
ORDER FORM
 
For five days following the assembly, yoyos will be available for students to 
purchase. There are three types of high quality yoyos in a variety of colors.
 
The conventional Duncan ProYo Yoyo       $10.00      qty______ 
The long spin Yomega FireBall Yoyo         $15.00      qty______ 
The light up Spectrum Yoyo                        $20.00      qty______
 
 
Please return this form with your order and money. Have checks made out to your 
school. Around the World Yoyo Entertainment donates a percentage of the sales 
back to your school.
 
ASSEMBLY DATE:   Wednesday, September 20
th
 
 
ASSEMBLY TIME:   1:00 to 1:45 
 
STUDENT’S NAME:
 
P.S. If you want to learn more tricks visit youtube.com and search yoyo tricks.
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